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Current Affairs Related to 13 July 2026

¢ Tostrengthen regional air connectivity in India, the
Central Government has approved the revised
UDAN scheme for the period from the 2026-27
fiscal yearto 2035-36. Under this scheme, special
emphasis will be placed on connecting the country’s
remote and underdeveloped areas with better air
services. The government believes that this initia-
tive will not only provide affordable air travel to
passengers but also boost regional economic de-
velopment and tourism. The revised UDAN
scheme will be implemented for ten years, with
the Central Government making a total budgetary
provision of 728,840 crore for it.

+ ‘Talbhara Sandesh,' a famous sweet from
Chandannagar in West Bengal's Hooghly district, ¢
has been granted the Geographical Indication (GI)
tag. This traditional Bengali sweet, which dates
back over 220 years, has now officially received
recognition for its regional identity and cultural
heritage. The Gl tag will safeguard the authentic-
ity of this unique sweet and provide new recogni-
tion to Chandannagar's confectionery tradition at
both national and international levels. A Geographi-
cal Indication is a sign that links a product's spe-
cific quality, reputation, or distinctiveness to its
geographical origin.

¢ Inasignificant move to further strengthen national ¢
security, the Ministry of Home Affairs has desig-
nated 23 Pakistan-based terrorists as 'terrorists'
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967. All these individuals are reported to be linked
to banned terrorist organizations such as Jaish-e-
Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba. The objective
of this action is to effectively curb terror financ-
ing, infiltration, and terrorist networks. The Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, is India's
primary counter-terrorism legislation.

¢ Indiahas achieved a significant milestone towards
self-reliance in the manufacturing and logistics
sectors by unveiling its first EXIM-grade shipping ¢
container. Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal unveiled this
container at an event held at the Maersk Concor
Inland Container Depot in Dadri, Uttar Pradesh.
The container was manufactured by the DCM
Shriram Group and developed in accordance with
international standards.

¢ Prioritizing the health and safety of students, the
Maharashtra government has announced a ban on

the sale of so-called energy drinks (including those
containing stimulants) and other intoxicating sub-
stances within a 500-meter radius of all schools
across the state. Food and Drug Administration
Minister Narhari Zirwal announced this decision
in the Legislative Assembly during the monsoon
session. The move aims to protect children and
adolescents from the potential health risks associ-
ated with such products and to ensure a safe en-
vironment around schools. In accordance with
government directives, the Food and Drug Admin-
istration will take immediate action against shop-
keepers selling these prohibited products within the
500-meter zone.

Achieving a significant milestone in the field of
quantum physics, scientists at the University of
Innsbruck in Austria have successtully created a
new and rare quantum form of matter known as a
"fractional Fermi sea." This achievement involved
cooling approximately 70,000 cesium atoms to tem-
peratures in the nanokelvin range and confining
them within one-dimensional tubes. Through con-
trolled interactions, the scientists generated this
new quantum state, a development considered a
major breakthrough in understanding the behavior
of matter.

Scientists have declared a historic banyan tree in
Munger, Bihar, to be the world's oldest accurately
dated banyan tree. Based on high-precision radio-
carbon dating techniques, its age has been esti-
mated at approximately 700 years. This achicve-
ment is significant not only for India's natural heri-
tage but also represents a major suceess in scien-
tific research regarding the age determination of
tropical trees. The research was published in the
international joumal Frontiers in Forests and Glo-
bal Change in April 2024. This massive banyan
tree 15 located within the Indian Tobacco Com-
pany complex in Munger.

The QS World University Rankings 2027 have
been published, featuring a remarkable perfor-
mance by Indian higher education institutions. This
year, the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi
sccured the 118th global rank, emerging as the
highest-ranked institution in India. This achieve-
ment is not only significant for IIT Delhi but also
reflects the growing global influence of Indian
higher education.
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Which state government recently approved the Deep Sea Fish-

ing Mission for the vears 2026-2036?

(A) Odisha (B) Bihar

(C) Andhra Pradesh (D) None of these

(A) The Odisha state cabinet recently approved the 10-year Odisha
Deep Sea Fishing Mission to boost the state's marine and fisheries
industry. This is a significant scheme that will promote modern
equipment, vessels, and infrastructure for deep-sea fishing.

2. Who recently launched the electronic Overseas Citizen of In-

dia (e-OCI) card?

(A) Piyush Goyal (B) Narendra Modi

(C)Rajnath Singh (D) Amit Shah

(D) Union Home Minister Amit Shah recently launched the e-OCI
(electronic Overseas Citizen of India) card. This facility was
launched in New Delhi. The card will benefit over 5 million OCI
cardholders worldwide. Previously, the OCI booklet had to be re-
issued upon obtaining a new passport after the age of 20.

3. Which state recently made a major change to its land compen-

sation policy for power transmission projects?

(A) Gujarat (B) Maharashtra

(C) Rajasthan (D) Punjab

(A) The Gujarat government recently made significant amendments
to the land compensation policy for power transmission towers
and overhead power lines. The new system aims to provide farm-
ers with more transparent and fair compensation for the use of
their land.

4. Scientists from which country recently achieved a significant
milestone in biomedical research by developing a lab-grown
'placenta-on-a-chip' technology?

(A) China (B) India

(C) USA (D) Russia

(B) Scientists from India recently achieved a significant milestone in
biomedical rescarch by developing a lab-grown placenta-on-a-
chip' technology. Developed by Mumbai-based rescarchers, this
state-of-the-art microfluidic platform is capable of replicating key
functions of the human placenta in a laboratory setting.

5. In which state was the country's first greenfield integrated re-

finery-cum-petrochemical project recently inaugurated?

(A) Punjab (B) Haryana

(C) Uttar Pradesh (D) Rajasthan

(D) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated India's first greenfield
integrated refinery-cum-petrochemical complex at Pachpadra in
the Balotra district of Rajasthan. This project is considered a sig-
nificant milestone in the country's energy and petrochemical sec-
tors. It has been developed as a joint venture between Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited and the Government of Rajasthan. ' e |
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6. Who has recently been reappointed as the Vice-Chancellor of

Delhi University for a second five-year term?

(A)Yogesh Singh (B) Rasghi Shankar

(C) Jasveer Singh Mann (D) None of these

(A) Recently, President Droupadi Murmu reappointed Professor Yogesh
Singh as the Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University for a second
consecutive five-year term. This term will commence on October
8, 2026, and remain effective until 2031. With this, he has become
the first Vice-Chancellor in DU's 103-year history to secure two
consecutive terms.

7. A bilateral investment agreement has recently come into effect

between India and which country?

(A) Japan (B) Malaysia

(C) Singapore (D) Israel

(D) A bilateral investment agreement between India and Israel has
officially come into effect. Both nations signed this agreement in
New Delhi on September 8, 2025. This agreement provides a ro-
bust and secure environment for investors and their investments
from both countries.

8. Who has recently won the Women's T20 World Cup title?
(A) England (B) New Zealand
(C) Australia (D) None of these
(C) Recently, the Australian women's team won the ICC Women's
T20 World Cup title. In the final match, the Australian team achieved
this historic victory by defeating England by 7 wickets. Batting
first, England scored 150 runs for the loss of 4 wickets in 20 overs.

9. Who has recently been honored with the first 'NBT Bhushan'

award?

(A) Raman Mishra (B) Tejinder Singh

(C) Prasoon Joshi (D) None of these

(C) Renowned lyricist, writer, and Prasar Bharati Chairman Prasoon
Joshi has been conferred with the first 'NBT Bhushan' award.
Navbharat Times has instituted this new award to recognize out-
standing contributions in the fields of literature, culture, and mass
communication. Prasoon Joshi has received this honor for giving
Indian culture a new identity through his work in cinema, advertis-
ing, and creative writing.

10. Who has recently been appointed as the Inspector General of

the National Investigation Agency?

(A) Sundarraj P. (B) Rudra Shankar

(C) Kumar Shankar (D) Nong of the above

(A) The Central Government has recently appointed Sundarraj P., a
senior IPS officer of the 2003 batch (Chhattisgarh cadre), as the
Inspector General of the National Investigation Agency. The Min-
istry of Home Affairs has approved this appointment on a deputa-
tion basis. He was previously posted as the Inspector General of .
Police for the Naxal-affected Bastar Range in Chhattisgarh. . i !
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